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Introduction: 
 
A number of jurisdictions have adopted Good Samaritan laws intended to provide 
at least some protection to licensed architects against liability for voluntary 
services provided during a government-declared disaster, whether man-made or 
natural. State or local governments may not have the resources to respond 
adequately to the challenges that confront them. Architects are often willing to 
volunteer their time and services if asked by government agencies to help ensure 
the preservation of a community’s health, safety, and welfare. 
 
Statutes throughout the country can differ widely in scope, dependent on a broad 
range of issues. This compendium is meant to offer excerpts from such statutes 
in order to compare the similarities and differences that exist on this issue 
throughout the country.1

 
 

Advantages of Good Samaritan Laws: 
 
State legislatures throughout the country, by passing Good Samaritan laws, 
express a willingness to protect architects from unnecessary liability claims that 
may arise from voluntary work during emergencies. Architects who choose to 
assist communities during emergencies should not have to be concerned about 
possible liability issues. Architects are more than willing to volunteer their time in 
order to help communities rebuild after disasters, however, without Good 
Samaritan statutes in place architects must rightly be concerned for their liability 
on related projects. 
 
During such situations, a licensed architect may be exposed to questions of 
liability even though he or she is acting in good faith to preserve the safety of a 
community. While most states have statutes that cover certain volunteers from 
liability during an emergency situation, it is questionable if these statutes would 
shield an architect from liability if he or she is called upon to render professional 
services in a time of crisis. This ambiguity needs to be removed by passing Good 
Samaritan legislation.  
 
Many states have extended immunity from liability to doctors and various other 
professionals who are needed during a crisis. Immunity from liability allows these 
professions to volunteer more readily and gives the public access to crucial 
services during major disasters. Similarly, a number of states have recognized 
the importance of giving licensed architects immunity during a disaster. For the 
public good it is important that other states follow suit and pass Good Samaritan 
laws for architects. 

                                                 
1 Please note: While every effort has been made to find statutes which cover Good Samaritan laws 
for a particular state, this list is not all inclusive. This compendium is an ongoing project which is 
expected to grow over time. There exists the possibility that a state may have authorized Good 
Samaritan laws through administrative, regulatory, or some other action. The statutes cited here are 
also subject to judicial interpretation, and may need to be reviewed in light of relevant court opinions. 
In addition, statutes may change from time to time because of legislative action. This compendium is 
for reference only and in no way is expected to take the form of legal advice. For that reason, please 
contact the state or your attorney directly if there is a question on a state’s authority to use Good 
Samaritan laws. Further, the statutes listed herein were culled from the official websites for each 
state. As such, the formatting and display of the statute will differ widely. 

 



 
MODEL GOOD SAMARITAN STATUTE 
 
 
1. As used in this Section: 
 

a. “Professional Engineer” shall mean a person duly licensed under the state engineering licensure 
law as a professional engineer; 

 
b. “Registered Architect” shall mean a person duly licensed under state architectural licensure laws 

as a registered architect; 
 
c. “Public Official” means any federal, state, or locally elected official with executive responsibility in 

the jurisdiction in which the emergency or event has occurred; 
 
d. “Public Safety Official” means any appointed or elected federal, state, or local official with 

executive responsibility to coordinate public safety in the jurisdiction in which the emergency or 
event has occurred; 

 
e. “Law Enforcement Official” means any appointed or elected federal, state, or local official with 

executive responsibility to coordinate law enforcement in the jurisdiction in which the emergency 
or event has occurred; and, 

 
f. “Building Inspection Official” means any appointed or elected federal, state, or local official with 

executive responsibility to coordinate building inspection in the jurisdiction in which the 
emergency or event has occurred. 

 
2. A registered architect or professional engineer who voluntarily, without compensation (other than 

expense reimbursement), provides architectural, structural, electrical, mechanical, or other design 
professional services related to a declared national, state, or local emergency caused by an 
earthquake, hurricane, tornado, fire, explosion, collapse, or other similar disaster or catastrophic 
event, at the request of or with the approval of a national, state, or local public official, law 
enforcement official, public safety official, or building inspection official believed by the registered 
architect or professional engineer to be acting in an official capacity, shall not be liable for any 
personal injury, wrongful death, property damage, or other loss of any nature related to the 
registered architect’s or professional engineer’s acts, errors, or omissions in the performance of 
any architectural or engineering services for any structure, building, facility, project utility, 
equipment, machine, process, piping, or other system, either publicly or privately owned. 

 
a. The immunity provided in this Section shall apply only to a voluntary architectural or engineering 

service(s) that occurs during the emergency or within 90 days following the end of the period for 
an emergency, disaster, or catastrophic event, unless extended by an executive order issued by 
the Governor under the Governor’s emergency executive powers. 

 
b. Nothing in this Section shall provide immunity for wanton, willful, or intentional misconduct.  
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Maryland 
 
§ 5-426 Immunity for voluntary practice of architecture at scene of emergency 
(a) Definitions.- 
(1) In this section the following words have the meanings indicated. 
(2) "Building inspection official" means any appointed or elected federal, 
State, or local official with overall executive responsibility to coordinate 
building inspection in the jurisdiction in which an emergency, disaster, or 
catastrophic event has occurred. 
(3) "Fire official" means any appointed or elected local official with overall 
executive responsibility to coordinate fire, rescue, or emergency medical 
services in the jurisdiction in which a fire, emergency, disaster, or 
catastrophic event has occurred. 
(4) "Law enforcement official" means any appointed or elected federal, 
State, or local official with overall executive responsibility to coordinate 
law enforcement in the jurisdiction in which an emergency, disaster, or 
catastrophic event has occurred. 
(5) "Public official" means any federal, State, or locally elected official 
with overall executive responsibility in the jurisdiction in which an 
emergency, disaster, or catastrophic event has occurred. 
(6) "Public safety official" means any appointed or elected federal, State, 
or local official with overall executive responsibility to coordinate public 
safety in the jurisdiction in which an emergency, disaster, or catastrophic 
event has occurred. 
(b) A licensed architect is not personally liable in damages beyond the limits 
of any applicable insurance or self-insurance for any personal injury, wrongful 
death, property damage, or other loss caused by an act, error, or omission of the 
licensed architect while practicing architecture with regard to any structure or 
other architectural design, either publicly or privately owned, if: 
(1) The act, error, or omission was not wanton, willful, intentionally 
tortious, or grossly negligent; and 
(2) The practice of architecture was performed: 
(i) Voluntarily and without compensation; 
(ii) At the scene of a declared national, State, or local emergency 
caused by a major earthquake, hurricane, tornado, fire, 
explosion, collapse, or similar disaster or catastrophic event; and 
(iii)At the request of a public official, law enforcement official, 
public safety official, fire official, or building inspection official, 
acting in an official capacity. 
(c) The immunity provided by this section applies only to the voluntary practice of 
architecture performed while a declared state of emergency is in effect. 
(d) Restrictions.- 
(1)This section does not create, and may not be construed as creating, a 
new cause of action or substantive legal right against a licensed 
architect. 



(2) This section does not affect, and may not be construed as affecting, 
any immunities from civil liability or defenses established by any other 
provisions of the Code or available at common law, to which a licensed 
architect may be entitled. 




